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Leone Rancati, brickmaker by trade, said :
" The man must pay with his head for his crime against the Commonwealth of Sienna ; and none can relieve him of this debt, without encroaching on the sacred rights of the City our mother. He must needs die ; but his soul is his Maker's, and it is not meet that through our fault he die in this sinful state of madness and despair. Therefore should we use all the means within our competence to assure his eternal salvation."
Matteino Renzano, the baker, a man famed for his wisdom, rose in his turn and said :
a Well spoken, Leone Rancati! The case demands we send to the condemned man Catherine, the fuller's daughter."
The advice was approved by all the Signory, who resolved to invite Catherine to visit Niccola Tuldo in his prison.
In those days Catherine, daughter of Giacomo the fuller, filled all the city of Sienna with the perfume of her virtues. She dwelt in a little cell in her father's house and wore the habit of the Sisters of Penitence. She carried girt about her under her gown of white linen an iron chain, and scourged herself an hour long every day. Then, showing her arms covered with wounds, she would cry, " Behold my pretty red roses !" She cultivated in her chamber lilies and violets, wherewith